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Math Challenge
What do you call a boomerang that doesn't work? A stick.

Find the sum.
1. 3

9+
2. 1

7+
3. 6

4+
4. 5

4+
5. 3

6+
6. 2

7+

7. 1
1+

8. 3
8+

9. 1
3+

10. 3
0+

11. 2
4+

12. 2
8+

Find the difference.
13. 5

1-
14. 9

2-
15. 5

3-
16. 9

4-
17. 7

6-
18. 6

3-

19. 4
3-

20. 7
3-

21. 7
4-

22. 2
1-

23. 3
2-

24. 8
6-



Unit 1 Week 1 Word Lists
Sam, Come Back!

High Frequency Words Amazing Words

come
in
my
on
way

cuddle
faithful
fetch 
heel

needs
responsibility
shelter
tickle

Spelling Words; Short a Words Story Words

at 
can
cat
back
dad

am
bat
mad
ran
sack

Jack
Sam

Short A Final -ck

ad
an
bad
bag
black
cab
cap
dab
fan
fat
gas
had
ham
has
jab
Jack
jam
lad
lap
Mack
man

map
mat
pack
pal
pass
pat
ram
rat
sad
sag
Sam
sat
tab
tag
tan
tap
that
van
wag
yak
zap

back
black
Jack
lack
Mack
pack
quack
rack
sack
sick
snack
tack
trick
Zack
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Sam, Come Back!

 1. Sam the cat is on my lap.

 2. Sam ran.

 3. Sam, come back!

 4. Sam ran that way.

 5. See Sam in the sack.

 6. Sam ran that way.

 7. See Sam in the pack.

 8. Sam, come back!

 9. Sam is back.

 10. Pat Sam on my lap.

Name

Ten Important Sentences • Grade 1, Unit 1, Week 1 1•7



Please Get Me a Pet
To the tune of Camptown Races

Pets are great, but they all have
Needs, needs.
Dogs and cats need shelter and
Songbirds must have seeds.

Mommy, Daddy, please,
Get a pet for me.
I am old enough to take
Responsibility



Short a Words 

Sam, Come Back!

Home Activity Your child is learning to spell words with the short a vowel sound. To practice at home, have 

your child point to the short a vowel sound, pronounce the word, and write it.
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Here are ways to help your child practice  
skills while having fun!

This week we’re

 Reading Sam, Come Back! 

 

 Talking About  What pets need

 Learning About Short a; Consonant Pattern ck  

  Character and Setting

Write these words on a sheet of paper: man, 

men, can, had, lad, run, ran, cat, cot, bat. Read 

each word aloud. Have your child tell you if the 

word has the short a sound. If it does, have your 

child write it and read it aloud.

Write these words on a sheet of paper: back, 

sack, pack, rack, tack. Have your child read the 

words. Then have him or her act out the word 

as you guess it.

Copy these words onto cards: my, way, come, 

on, in. Tell your child these are “Boing” words. 

Read a story together. If a “Boing” word is read, 

your child should jump up and yell, “Boing!” 

Write each spelling word on a card: at, can, cat, 

back, dad, am, bat, mad, ran, sack. Have your 

child sort the words according to his or her own 

rules. Then have him or her spell each word.

This week your child is learning about the 

characters and setting in a story. Read a story 

and ask your child to tell you who it is about and 

where it takes place.

Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All Rights Reserved. 1

You are your child’s fi rst and best teacher!



Materials  crayons, 1 coin

Game Directions

1.  Together, read the words in each space.

2.  Choose a crayon and pick one of the paths. 

Color in the Start box.

3.  Flip a coin. If the coin lands heads up, read 

aloud the word in the next box, and then color  

it in. If the coin lands tails up, play passes to 

the other player. The first player to color in the  

End box wins!
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